
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 5, 2019 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
August 5, 2019, at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER (00:34) 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Coz at 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL (00:41) 
Treasurer Hallahan led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Commissioner Besler 
Mayor Coz 
Commissioner de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlburt 
Vice Mayor MaGruder 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (00:59) 
Mayor Coz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Coz requested a moment of silence in remembrance of the tragedies in Dayton and El Paso. 

Mayor Coz updated that at today' s Budget Meeting they were able to balance the budget without raising 
taxes, and he thanked the citizens for their input. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA (01 :44) 
Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve the agenda; seconded by Commissioner Besler. Motion 
carried 5-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (2:06) 
a. The next Planning & Zoning Commission meeting will be held August 12th at 8:00 a.m. at Town 

Hall. The next Regular Town Commission meeting will be held on September 9th at 6:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall. The next Septic to Sewer Citizen's Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on August 
8th at 9:00 a.m. at Town Hall. 

b. Town Hall will be closed on Thursday, July 4th in observance oflndependence Day. 
c. The Town has launched a new alert system through Civic Plus. Residents who wish to sign up to 

receive Town notifications should sign up on the Town's website or call Town Hall for assistance. 
e. Next on the agenda is public comment. The Mayor will invite the public to speak to the Commission 

on any item that is not printed on the agenda. Public comments on specific agenda items may be 
made later in the meeting when the items are taken up. There is a three (3) minute individual limit 
for public comments that will be timed by the Town Clerk. Public comment is not meant to be a 
question and answer period, and there will be no dialogue. Anyone wishing to speak during public 
comment, please come up to the podium and print your name and address on the sheet provided, and 
state your name and address for the record. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (3:17) 
Randy Allen, 18 Adams Road, stated his concern with Capri Apartments and their construction of new 
pavers and swale. The pavers angle toward his property, and with the heavy rains the water and sand is 
flowing straight onto his property. Mr. Allen dug a trench on his own property to hold back their water. 
Building and Public Works Director Cameron stated that he had been notified and would meet the contractor 
tomoITow to address Mr. Allen ' s concerns. 

Ric Carey, 39 Spanish River Drive, voiced his concern that police body cameras were back in the budget. 
He strongly felt that the cameras would jeopardize the unique and friendly relationship between the 
residents and our police department. Mayor Coz stated that funds had been allotted, and the Commission 
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had requested usage parameters. Acting Town Manager Stevens stated that the public could voice their 
concerns about the body cameras at the September 9th budget public hearing. 

Carey Doyle, Ocean Manor, 5500 Old Ocean Blvd, gave an update regarding Garbage/Trash concerns. 
Ocean Manor is now only using 1 garbage can and 1 recycling bin to alleviate any issues that residents of 
Fayette Drive have. They have been in close contact with Republic and were assured that a special truck 
is no longer required. Acting Town Manager Stevens stated that she would also contact Republic for an 
update. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (10:55) 
1. a. Adopt Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of July 1, 2019. 

b. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of July 1, 2019. 
c. Adopt Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of July 15, 2019. 
d. Adopt Third Amendment to the Legal Services Contract. 
e. Adopt Second Amendment to the Engineering Services Contract. 
f. Adopt First Amendment to Urban Design Kilday Studios Contract. 
g. Resolutions No. 2019-11 Adopt Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement. 

Commissioner de Haseth moved to approve the Consent Agenda; seconded by Commissioner Besler. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS (11:50) 
2. Town Manager Contract 
Acting Town Manager Stevens reported that at the July Pt, 2019 Budget Meeting the Town Commission 
voted to budget for her to continue as Town Manager. The next step in the process is for the Town Attorney 
to negotiate a contract. The contract will be presented to the Commission for discussion and adoption at 
the September 9th meeting with an effective date of October 151, 2019. Town Attorney Shutt reported that 
the annual salary is set, however there may be a few negotiable items. Mayor Coz thanked Acting Town 
Manager Stevens for an excellent job. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to direct Town Attorney Shutt to negotiate a contract with Acting 
Town Manager Stevens for the position of Town Manager; seconded by Commissioner Besler. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

3. Update Job Descriptions for Town Clerk and Treasurer (13:40) 
Acting Town Manager Stevens stated that we are re-organizing our cun-ent office staff to cover all duties 
required. There have been a couple of edits to the Treasurer/Human Resource position and those were 
distributed to the Commission for review. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Mayor Coz questioned the necessity of the two-year minimum municipal work experience required for the 
Town Clerk/Deputy Treasurer position. Commissioner Hurlburt noted that municipal experience would be 
a great benefit for the Town when hiring a Town Clerk. Acting Town Manager Stevens conctmed. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to adopt the updated job descriptions for Town Clerk/Deputy 
Treasurer and Treasurer/Human Resources Administrator with the additional requirements; 
seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 
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4. Harbour Drive Island Beautification (18:18) 
Acting Town Manager Stevens reminded the Commission that the previous Town Manager had presented 
plans to beautify the Harbour Drive Island. Those plans were rejected because the costs were prohibitive 
due to curbing and in-igation replacements. Recently the Town's Landscaper extensively trimmed the 
hedges on the island in order for them to remain healthy as they were dead in the middle, and beautification 
is now needed. She noted that Jerry Lower is present to submit his plan to beautify the island at a much 
cheaper cost. She also noted that there are available beautification funds in the ctment budget, and the 
complete project should not exceed $5,000. 

Je1ry Lower, 2 Harbour Drive North, stated that their median island is in a wind tunnel and with the salt air 
makes it very difficult for any plantings to thrive. He noted that they would like to min-or the cun-ent 
plantings around the Town Hall kiosk as it has the same wind and salt issues. They would remove the 
old/dead plantings and trim what they could keep, and add new salt tolerant plantings. He felt that using 
these plants would reduce the costs and flourish in the salt air. 

Commissioner Hurlburt was in favor of using wind and salt-tolerant plantings. Commissioner de Haseth 
also stated her concern that the Town Landscaper be instructed to maintain/trim them properly. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to authorize Acting Town Manager Stevens to proceed with the 
beautification of the Harbour Drive median with a price not to exceed $5,000; seconded by 
Commissioner Besler. Motion carried 5-0. 

5. Appoint a Member and an Alternative Member to Serve on the Issues Forum of the Palm 
Beach County Intergovernmental Coordination Program. (24: 17) 
Acting Town Manager Stevens stated that Ocean Ridge had been part of this Palm Beach program in the 
past. They are re-establishing the forum and are seeking for an appointment of a Member and Alternative 
Member from Ocean Ridge. They meet quarterly and the next meeting is August 29 th at 10:30 a.m. They 
are requesting that it be served by elected officials. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to appoint Commissioner de Haseth as Member and Commissioner 
Besler as Alternate Member of the Palm Beach County Intergovernmental Coordination Program; 
seconded by Vice Mayor MaGruder. Motion carried 5-0. 

6. Request by Raider Rooter for Permit Fee Reduction (26:30) 
Andrew Bloom, Raider Rooter representative, stated that they received a $1 ,200 fine for working without 
a permit for a new septic tank. They had a Palm Beach County Health Department permit, but had not 
submitted a permit for Ocean Ridge. He stated it was an oversight, and requested leniency. 

Both Mayor Coz and Commissioner Besler were confused as to how the contractor did not understand that 
a permit was required for new construction of a septic tank. Building and Public Works Director Cameron 
stated that they had never submitted a permit for new tanks only for repairs. Raider Rooter's own contract 
clarifies that they will apply for the state and city permits. They have been doing installs and getting away 
without permits for years. Commissioner Besler was in favor of keeping the $1,200 fines rather than an 
audit/research of old projects over the last 30 years . Those accumulated fees would be much higher than 
the $1 ,200 penalty. Commissioner Hurlbwt recommended a compromise; that the penalty be only $600 in 
lieu of $1,200. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to reduce Raider Rooter's penalty fee to $600 for 39 Harbour Drive 
South; seconded by Vice Mayor MaGruder. Motion carried 5-0. 
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STAFF REPORTS 
7. Town Manager (33:36) 
Acting Town Manager Stevens reported that the first Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Meeting was held 
on July 15th and it was very well attended. With the caliber of committee members, she is confident that 
their research will be thorough and their recommendations well thought out. She thanked the committee 
members that were in attendance for all of their hard work thus far. The next meeting will be on August 
8th at 9:00 a.m. 

Due to lethal yellowing/bronzing, a couple of coconut trees were removed from Old Ocean in the right of 
way near Colonial Ridge. Public Works is making a full assessment of the Town and working with our 
contractor to save the trees and determine any others that may need to be removed. It was discussed that 
the disease can jump from tree to tree, and that the treatment for yellowing is different than that of bronzing. 

The Town recently held an informational session and ice cream social introducing our new Civic Ready 
citizen alert system. Staff has been working with several residents to make sure they are able to sign up. 
Any resident who is having trouble registering is encouraged to notify Town Hall staff for assistance. 

8. Town Attorney (36:19) 

Town Attorney Shutt stated that he had nothing to report. 

9. Police Chief (36:26) 
Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department report is included in the meeting package and includes 
monthly police department statistics. He thanked everyone who attended the Ice Cream Social. They have 
other events planned for next season. He also thanked the residents who supported the school supply drive. 
The supplies were delivered at 10 a.m. this morning. At the last minute another 150 backpacks and an 
additional 5 boxes of school supplies were donated. The Guardian Ad-litem office was very pleased and 
grateful with the donated supplies by residents. 

Mayor Coz wanted to publicly congratulate Chief Hutchins for obtaining the Briny Breezes police contract. 
At the Briny Breezes meeting, Boynton Beach gave a very long presentation, but once they saw that they 
were losing their contract, they attempted to throw in extra patrol cars to try to keep the police contract. 
Briny Breezes Councilors like the concept that our Officers are already in the proximity. 

10. Building Official (38:57) 
Building and Public Works Director Cameron advised that the Building Department report is included in 
the meeting packages. We have been extremely busy with permitting and inspections. We had 73 permits 
last month, and our numbers are rising. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
11. "Staying Alive" Program (39:52) 
Mayor Coz announced that the City of West Palm Beach has a "Staying Alive" program. It is a training 
program for residents to keep their friends and family alive until EMT's arrive. There is also a "Stop the 
Bleed" program. While Ocean Ridge can't afford our own fire and EMT service we can learn how to keep 
someone alive. Chief Hutchins along with Boynton Beach Fire Department will hold two training sessions; 
one early and then one later in the season when more residents are in town. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 6:41 PM. 

- 4 -



REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES AUGUST 5, 2019 

Minutes prepared by Treasurer Hallahan, and adopted by the Town Commission on September 9, 2019. 

SteveC~ 

ATTEST: 

Tracey L. Stevens, MMC, Town Clerk 
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